PART FOUR

POLICE, GARDE-REPUBLICAINE, GENDARMERIE,
FIRE   SERVICE

POLICE

THE Germans are more firmly entrenched in the police
service than anywhere. They are to be found in every
department of the Prefecture. They have their own
quarters on the ground floor of a building in the Cour de
la Cite, to which entrance is forbidden.

Germans seldom undertake the arrest of suspected
persons. They put this work on to the Paris police,
usually accompanying them. Arrests are generally made
at 5 a.m. The police set a cordon round the building
which houses the suspect, and then seize him in bed. To
tell of all the work undertaken by the police, willingly or
unwillingly, is impossible. I will try, rather, to describe
their present frame of mind.

That Admiral Bard1 replaced M. Marchand as Prefect
of Police is well known. M. Marchand, though a "colla-
borator," did not satisfy the Nazis. On the day following
the Joan of Arc demonstration he was sacked. The police
service was also purged, heads of departments being
replaced and many officers being dismissed or forced to
retire. Some were imprisoned and others were shot.

Most of the older police are opposed to collaboration,
but those newly enrolled are all "collaborators." So far
as the police departments are concerned, a distinction
must be made between minor officials and their chiefs.
These latter are nominated by Vichy, after reference to
the German military administration in France.

1 Replaced in Ms turn 26th May 1942.
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